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English 11
	Contemporary Literature

1939 to Present


The following reading guide is based on pages 892-905 of our literature book.  This section is entitled, “Contemporary Literature: 1939 to Present.”  
1.  Our authors provide an overview of historical events on pages 892-895.  Using the information they provide, fill in the following timeline:


       1945                             1960’s                                1970’s                                       1980’s                                             2010?

2.  There is an information box entitled “Atomic Anxiety” on pp. 894-895.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this short essay?  Was his purpose to sell bomb shelters?  No.  What do you think the purpose was?

3.  The section heading “The Promise and Peril of Technology” appears on pp. 896-897.  Write two sentences to summarize this section.

4.  The section heading “Contemporary Fiction: Diversity and Vitality” appears on p. 898.  Write one sentence to summarize the information contained in this major section heading.

5.  The sub-heading “Perspectives in Postmodern Fiction” appears on p. 898.  Write three sentences to summarize the information contained in this sub-heading.

6.  List the seven characteristics of postmodern literature, found on page 899.

7.  The section heading “Contemporary Nonfiction: Breaking the Barriers” appears on p. 900.  Write one sentence to summarize the information contained in this major section heading.

8.  The sub-heading “Does It Have to Be Accurate?” appears on p. 900.  Write two sentences to summarize the information contained in this sub-heading.

9.  The sub-heading “The New Journalism” appears on p. 901.  Write two sentences to summarize the information contained in this sub-heading.

10.  The sub-heading “The Decline of Modernism” appears on p. 901.  Write two sentences to summarize the information contained in this sub-heading.

11.  The sub-heading “The Beat Poets” appears on p. 903.  Write two sentences to summarize the information contained in this sub-heading.

12.  The sub-heading “Poetry and Personal Response” appears on p. 903.  Write two sentences to summarize the information contained in this sub-heading.

13.  The sub-heading “The History of the Human Heart” appears on p. 904.  Write two sentences to summarize the information contained in this sub-heading.

14.  The section heading “Where the Present Meets the Past on the Way to the Future” appears on p. 905.  Write one sentence to summarize the information contained in this major section heading.

